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The Power of Imagination: On Kenzaburd Oe’s Theory of the Novel with
The Silent Cry as a Case Study

WANG Hanlin YIN Zhenwen
Abstract: “Imagination” is a central concept that runs throughout the literary career of Kenzaburd Oe,
and his novel The Silent Cry (original title: Man’en Gannen no Futtoboru) stands as a representative
work summarizing his early to mid-career. Frequently cited when Oe was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Literature, the novel has been widely praised in academic circles for its imaginative narrative style.
Scholars generally regard it as a milestone marking a maturation and turning point in Oe’s literary
development. A decade after the novel’s publication, Oe wrote 4 Personal Matter of Novel Writing
(Shosetsu no Hoho), in which he systematically articulated his views on novelistic techniques. The
“theory of imagination” and the set of principles and forms outlined in A Personal Matter of Novel
Writing correspond closely to the narrative strategies employed in The Silent Cry. A comparative
analysis of these two works—one theoretical and the other fictional—offers valuable insight into the
culmination of Oe’s literary practice during the first half of his career.
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