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Women’s Space and Metaphors of Aging under the Candlelight of Modern
Consciousness: A Treatise on Jiao Dian’s Novels
YANG Ying

Abstract: Under the candlelight of modern consciousness, Jiao Dian's works present the qualities of
modern novels in both formal techniques and plot contents. She combines the local elements of Yunnan,
and uses the strange modern fantasy narrative to tell the individual life situation that is neglected and
damaged, and cares about the reality through the truth of art. Jiao Dian’s novel focuses on women who
are trapped in the quagmire of domestic space, who suffer from gender oppression from intimate space
and can only escape from the survival space to realize the breakthrough of life’s predicament, which is
of progressive significance and is an inevitable way for women to pursue spatial justice and gender
equality. The aging individual and the cultural metaphor behind it are also the focus of the author’s
attention. The aging of the individual in modern society is not only the annihilation of the body, but also
refers to and symbolizes the loss of traditional culture, which reflects the author's worry about the
predicament of modernity.
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