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Voices from the Margins: Othering Representation and
the Multidimensionality of Local Identity in Macao Cinema
XIAO Daibo CHEN Shaolei
Abstract: This paper focuses on the "othering" representations in Macao's film and television works and
the multidimensionality of local identity, taking marginalized groups such as foreign laborers, grassroots
classes, elderly groups, and ethnic minorities as research objects. It aims to explore the sociocultural
roots of the construction of their "othering" images and their impact on the formation of local identity.
Drawing on cultural studies, postcolonial theory, the theory of politics of representation, and spatial
theory, the study adopts a combination of textual analysis and cultural studying methods to compare the
differences in the representation of marginalized groups between mainstream films and independent
productions: mainstream films often stereotype marginalized groups as economic tools, symbols of
social problems, etc., reflecting the gaze of power; while independent productions focus more on their

subjective expression and attempt to break stereotypes. The research reveals the social power structures
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and the logic of cultural gaze behind the "othering" process, analyzes the construction paths of multiple
representations for local identity, and explores the role of film and television works in promoting
cross-group social dialogue. Combined with Macao's unique realistic contexts such as colonial history,
population structure, and cultural policies, it points out that the "othering" representations in Macao's
film and television works are not only a manifestation of social power but also reflect the complexity of
local identity, which holds theoretical and practical significance for understanding the subjective
expression of marginalized groups and the construction of a multicultural society in the context of
globalization.
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