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Combine Song and Dance to Perform a Story
——On the Forming Background and Functions of the Song-Dance Drama The
Lanling Wang
ZHANG Suwen

Abstract: The “Lanling Wang” drama, Wang Guowei called it “the beginning of the formation of
song-dance drama” (ge wu xi) . Tracing its developmental trajectory, it evolved from folk songs to Tang
Dynasty palace song-dance drama, and subsequently spread to Japan. This masque drama showing the
“heroic image” of King Lanling is the result of folk artists combining the deeds of Lanling Wang with
songs and dances under the background of the popularity of song-dance and mask drama in Northern Qi.
This masque drama has a profound connotation of “exorcising” and “missing”. The reason is the direct
result of the “westernization” of the social trend in the Northern Qi Dynasty under the background of
ethnic exchange, the spread of Buddhism to the East and music in the Western Regions.

Key words: Lanling Wang; Folk Songs; Song and Dance Drama; Mask; Buddhism in Northern Qi
Dynasty
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