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On the Ontological Differences of “Action”
——A Phenomenological Discourse on the Formation Mechanism of the Objects
of “Dramatic” and “Narrative”
YANG Jungqi

Abstract: In Aristotle’s Poetics, the “praxical structure” formed by the interconnection of
“event-action-plot” can be regarded as having laid the theoretical foundation for both drama and
narrative. However, it also left perplexities for later generations in interpreting the ontological issues
related to “dramaticity” and “narrativity”. The fundamental pivot for inquiring into these perplexities
lies in making an ontological distinction regarding “praxis”. Specifically, from a “perspective” guided
by a phenomenological vision, “dramaticity” is regarded as a manifestation structure of
“(event)-action-plot” centered on “the enactment of the affair”, while “narrativity” is regarded as a
manifestation structure of “(action)-event-plot” centered on “the affair that has been enacted”. These two
manifestation structures take “sense of formation and “sense of pastness” as their respective primordial

experiential bases, and on this basis, give rise to two distinct mechanisms of object formation: the
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“dramaticity” articulation of “dramatizing” with “state of affairs” as its phenomenon, and the
“narrativity” articulation of “being narrated” with “fact” as its phenomenon.

Key words: “Praxis”; “Dramaticity”; “Narrativity”; Object Formation; the Ontological Differences
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