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Could the Proposal and Resolution of the Republic of China Decide Whether Xiao
Shi Holds a “Completely Westernized” View of Music?
WU Yuehua

Abstract: Xiao Youmei is the founder of China’s professional music education and has made great
contributions to the development of Western music China. However, there has always been debate in the
academic circles about Xiao Youmei’s attitude towards ethnic music. Some ethnomusicologists believe
that Xiao Youmei was a “complete Westernizer”, while some musicologists believe that Xiao Youmei
was “never a thorough ‘anti-traditionalist”. Based on the discovered first-hand historical materials,
namely a “proposal” resolution passed by the National Education Conference in 1922 with XiAO
YouMei as the presiding, it can be judged that Xiao Youmei and others at least once held the idea of
“Complete Westernization” at that moment in history. This is not only a mainstream ideology of the
whole era in various fields, but also a response to the “retro” measures taken by the Beiyang government
in the field of music attitude towards ethnic music later changed somewhat.
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