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A Study on the Historical Evolution of Contemporary News
Management in Macau

HAO Na

Abstract: Macau stands as one of the cradles of modern Chinese journalism. This study divides the
historical evolution of Macau’s communication governance into distinct periods. From Portugal’s
Constitution in 1822 to the enactment of Macau’s Press Law in 1990, the news management system in
this territory can be segmented into four eras: the Period of Publication Liberalisation (1822 - 1936),
the Censorship Era (1937 - 1974), the Liberal Press Environment (1975 - 1989), and the Legal
Localisation Period (1990 - 1999). This study focuses on the period of press censorship by
reconstructing the implementation of the censorship system. It examines journalists’ responses to the
news inspection, such as altering newspaper titles or resisting censorship, tracing their shift from
initial compliance to resistance. The research explores how press censorship systems affect the tension
between governmental authority and press freedom.

Key words: Press management system; Censorship system; Press freedom
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